
May is a bittersweet Month. it brings joy to students and 
teachers alike as summer vacation beckons from the pollen 
-covered windows. It also brings a little sadness as familiar 

school-family members announce that they will retire from daily 
walking these familiar halls. On May 25, we will say goodbye to two 
of  the boys’ favorite people, Mr. Roy Davis and Mr. Wayne Knight.

Mr. Davis’s career here began even before he had graduated from 
college. In 1968, Fr. George Tribou hired Mr. Davis as a college 
freshman to help with the freshman “Firecracker” football team. 
During the 46 years after Mr. Davis graduated from the University of  
Central Arkansas, he was versatile in the classroom. At various times, 
he taught civics, world history, physical science, computer applica-
tions, and even drivers’ education.

Those who know anything about Arkansas high school football 
remember that the Rockets won 1984 and 1985 back-to-back state 
championships with Mr. Davis as their coach. He said, “In order to 
win a state championship, you have to be lucky. We had an extremely 
talented team, plus our team was very large. In 1985, we lost 30 tal-
ented seniors from the year before and came back and won the state 
championship again. We had to beat Fort Smith Northside in five 
overtimes, and I remember thinking it was a miracle we had won.” 
 
Mr. Davis proudly displays photos and newspaper clippings from 
the championship teams in his room. A large bulletin board in the 
computer lab holds memories from his long coaching and athletic 
director career. 

Current athletic director Mr. Tim Ezzi has only good things to say 
about Mr. Davis. “Coach Davis has one of  the best football minds 
I’ve ever seen. He’s just brilliant when it comes to football. The first 
year we had won the state championship, we had just dominated  
throughout the playoffs. The second year we won, we were not quite 
as talented, but we were mentally tough.”
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After winning two championships, it was a sure thing that bigger 
schools would come calling with job offers for Mr. Davis. He re-
sisted the temptation to work at a mega school. He said, “Catholic 
High has been my life for 50 years. I am proud to be a Rocket 
and to be associated with the school. I couldn’t see a reason for 
leaving because I loved the coaches, the teachers, and the atmo-
sphere.”

Mr. Wayne Knight has taught at this school for “only” 18 years, 
but his teaching career covers a total of  30 years. Before com-
ing to Catholic High, Mr. Knight taught and coached at several 
schools including Our Lady of  the Holy Souls School and Pulaski 
Heights Junior High in Little Rock. 

Mr. Knight has a bachelor of  science in political science from the 
University of  Southern Alabama. He began his tenure here in the 
fall of  2000 as a football coach and World History teacher. Over 
the years, he gave up his coaching duties but expanded his class 
offerings to include a senior course in World War II.  
 
In the fall of  2014, he began making retirement plans. He really 
enjoyed teaching his freshmen classes that year and told them he 
would retire when they graduated. That plan has held true. Since 
about January, Mr. Knight and the seniors have been counting 
down the days and hours until they all depart. Mr. Knight said, 
“It’s time. I’ve been here 18 years and they’ve been good years. I 
couldn’t have asked for a better last year.”

davis and Knight ride into the sunset after coMbined 80 years

Mr. Wayne Knight heads for the exit with a few temporary senior passengers. Mr. 
Knight is completing his thirtieth year as a teacher after having spent the last 18 at 
Catholic High. Mr. Knight possesses the one vital trait for a social studies teacher: 
he’s a good storyteller. He has been planning his retirement since this senior class were 
freshmen. For the record, the seniors in this photo got no farther than the intersection 
of  Fr. Tribou Street and the school driveway, and Mr. Knight retuned to class for the 
remainder of  the day. 

Even after fifty years at the school, Mr. Roy Davis’s smile is still going strong. He has 
served many roles here including his current job teaching the seniors practical computer 
skills. Here he visits with senior Salvador Guzman. Guzman said, “No matter how 
many questions I have, he is always there to help.”

Senior Sam Straessle, two-time ASPA 7A Writer of  the Year, contributed to this 
article by conducting in-depth interviews with Mr. Davis and Mr. Ezzi.


