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HANDS-ON WINS HANDS DOWN IN THE CHS CLLASSROOM

ver the past three years, this school has
made a concerted effort to add or en-

hance preparatory classes in robotics,
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aeronautics, biology, and psychology. Students
with all levels of ability have the opportunity to
check out what might be their life’s work.

Senior Cole Cameron serves as an example of
how a little opportunity in a classroom can send
a student to a possibly brilliant career.

Actually, Cameron first used Covid restrictions
to his benefit. Stuck at home as a “full-virtual”
student in 2020-21, he decided to learn comput-
er coding on his own. The next year, Mr. Paul
Lincicome undertook to turn his robotics club
into a full-fledged class. Cameron immediately
joined and put his coding knowledge to work.

Now, looking forward, Cameron said, “There

: Sl = > are the ‘big five’ companies like Google, Ama-

Senior Cole Cameron tinkers with the 1EX robot he and bis team designed, built, and programmed for competition. zon, Facebook, Microsoft, and Apple. General-
Cameron used pandemic isolation as an opportunity to learn more about computer coding via YouTube videos.

ly, any one of these is my goal.”

Sophomore Joseph Moellers, a student in Robotics I, assembles a kit robot. There are different kits, so students must Col. Charles Jobnson oversees sophomore Payton Brad-
Jigure out how fo build their model and then find the function and capabilities of their robot. Photos this page: G. Gowen ey journey on a flight simulator in aeronautics class.

Dr. Jennifer Gilley demonstrates new microscopes for use of teachers and students. The teacher version has a mounted screen to allow several students to view a slide at once. The
student microscopes have cameras that allow students to record what they see and share it with the teacher or class. At right, an aeronantics student flies around Little Rock.
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ROBOTICS: PROBLEM SOLVING AND CAREER BUILDING

Seniors Jobn Verdaris, Nate Ghidotti, Chris Suffern, George Bishop, Andrew Moore,
Peter Ha, and Cole Cameron check ont the robot they recently took to competition. The
team has qualified for state VEX competition in the spring. Photo: G. Gowen

he atmosphere in the lab is intense yet punctuated by laughter

The senior team pictured at left recently qualified for the state robotics
tournament on March 11. Mr. Lincicome said, “Their skills score ranks
them as the fourth best team in the state, but their rank will likely
improve before the competition. Similar to sports, many things must go
right to come away with a win. Based on their performance at the state
competition, the team hopes to receive an invitation to VEX World
competition in Dallas in early May.

“Looking to the future, our junior teams are learning the ropes and will
compete later this winter and hope to qualify for the state competition. We
also have sophomore Freddy Zawislak who ranks seventh in the world in
VEX Robotics Corporation’s virtual world standing.”

Problem-solving is the major focus of the class. Mr. Lincicome said, “In
Robotics 1, they’re learning basic programming and the basics of building
and 3D modeling. Robotics 1I and I1I students tackle more challenging
tasks and competition robots. A great deal of research helps them solve
incredibly unique challenges along with extensive iterative design to make
the applications work on their robots.”

There are no state conferences. Each school may field several teams.
Our school’s teams compete against every school in Arkansas that has a
robotics program. Mr. Lincicome’s best guess is that there are between 50

born of working toward a goal with friends. No one sleeps

through a robotics class. The facilitator, Mr. Paul Lincicome,

modestly gives credit to the teams who are building and programming
robots to complete challenging tasks in state competition and beyond.

Mr. Lincicome points out three senior leaders: Chris Suffern, Nate
Ghidotti, and Cole Cameron. Mr. Lincicome said, “Suffern is our

and 80 teams that could compete.

There is no doubt that many of this program’s students will pursue
advanced degrees in engineering and programming. Students like

Cameron, Suffern, and Ghidotti will combine the skills they’ve mastered

most diligent team member. There is nothing he cannot accomplish

mechanically. Ghidotti is more a design and implementation expert.
Cameron is our self-taught coding expert. If you can dream it, he can

code it.”

on their own along with the experience of working with a team to produce
a successful and highly complex product.

Mr. Lincicome said, “Every day is a different opportunity to problem
solve in robotics. All these young men have worked hard to be in a

position to compete on a high level. I can’t wait to see how it goes.”

AERONAUTICS LAUNCHES FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS

olonel Charles Johnson commands the

complete attention of a group of sopho-

mores in their second year of aeronautics
instruction. The boys are considering what they
may do with the knowledge acquired in this
unique class.

Several want to be pilots. One is already working
on his license. Others wish to study acrospace
engineering, Col. Johnson is happy to help them
all move toward their dreams. When he began

it last year, Col. Johnson said, “This class has
re-energized me on teaching flying”” He said the
goal of the class is to “get guys excited about
flying and aviation.”

Last year’s class was so successful that Col.
Johnson has added an Aeronautics 11 class for
sophomores. He is willing to serve as a mentor
for any student who wants guidance in this field
after they finish the second year of the class.

Col. Johnson talks about all the opportunities
these students might have: pilot, navigator, drone
pilot, or even meteorologist. He said that in the
past, many students here have found careers in

these fields on their own, but he believes the
two classes he teaches will connect students with
resources they might not know exist such as
aviation degrees offered at Delta State, Louisiana
Tech, or Middle Tennessee State among other
schools.

The students were obviously happy to demon-
strate their skills with the flight simulator. The
Microsoft version that the students use is not up
to the technology standards of military simula-
tors, but it is still quite impressive.

Three of the sophomores, Brian Tanner, Larry
Desiderio, and Payton Bradley were happy to
take the controls. Tanner executes a smooth take
off and flies to Little Rock’s Midtown and over
Catholic High’s field. Desiderio changes venues
and takes his plane into mountainous regions of
Mexico. Bradley takes over and tries out different
aircraft before landing back at the Little Rock
airport. The rest of the students seem as spell-
bound as if they were co-pilots on the flights.

Desiderio is obviously hooked. He said, “I highly
advise people to join this class. It is really fun.”

e N S

LN

Sophomore Larry Desiderio flies high over monntain ranges in
Mexico using the Aeronantics class Microsoft flight sinulator.
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RECORD 11-WIN STREAK SENDS ROCKETS SOARING

hough the last game of the season
brought the heartbreak of defeat for the

seniors, they found consolation in their

extraordinary 11-win streak before the semi-
final state championship game.

| The huge crowd won the attendance contest
5-1 as over 5000 Rocket fans came out to
support their team. The game was a second
homecoming for hundreds of alumni college
students who were back in Little Rock for their
Thanksgiving break. Many proudly wore their
Rocket letter jackets as they met up with friends
and watched every minute of the action-packed
game.

Senior quarterback Sam Sanders said, “The

best part was the fans never stopped cheering
Junior Brooks Ward evades Pulaski Acadeny defenders in the Senior Sam Sanders threw five tonchdown no matter losing, winning, or tying. They were
semi-final state championship game. Photo: P. Zawislak passes in the semi-final game. Photo: P. Zawislak always loud and were the biggest supporters.”

Seniors console one another after the loss to RA with the The crowd of at least 5000 students, parents, alumni, and friends of the Rockets broke records for attendance at a
knowledge they were part of CHS history. Photo: P. Zawislak  post-season game at War Memorial Stadium. photo: G. Gowen

(Left to right) Junior Cody Fogleman holds on to the ball after a long reception. One of the Rocket Men encourage the crowd. Alum proundly wear their letter jackets to the 6.4 state
semifinal game on November 25. A record crowd of over 5000 alumni, students, parents, teachers, and fans filled the east stands of War Memorial Stadium.
Photos this panel by Rocket Times photographer Phillip Zawislak
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CHS CALENDAR:
JaANuUaARrY 30 - MAy 24, 2023

O Tuesday, January 31: Sophomore class Mass; Varsity basketball at Vilonia
O Friday, February 3: Varsity basketball v. eStem at CHS
¢ Saturday, February 4: Entrance Exam for in-coming freshmen, class of

2027

Tuesday, February 7: Junior class Mass; varsity basketball at Sylvan Hills
Friday, February 10: Varsity basketball vs. Parkview at CHS

Saturday, February 11: ACT (for more information, go to act.org)

Wednesday, February 15: Senior class Mass; varsity basketball at Parkview
Friday, February 17: Varsity basketball at Maumelle

Monday, February 20: President’s Day: no school

Wednesday, February 22: Ash Wednesday All-School Mass; Lent begins
Tuesday, March 7: Freshman Class Mass

Friday, March 10: Third quarter Ends

Saturday, March 11: SAT (for more information, go to collegeboard.com)
Monday, March 13: Fourth quarter begins

Tuesday, March 14: Sophomore class Mass

Monday, March 20 to Friday, March 24: school closed for Spring Break
Saturday, April 1: Junktique 8:00 a.m. in both gyms

Tuesday, April 4: Junior class Mass

Friday, April 7: School closed for Good Friday

Sunday, April 9: Easter Sunday

Saturday, April 15: Rocket 5K Race 8:00 a.m.

Saturday, April 15: ACT (for more information, go to act.org)
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Friday, April 21: Msgr. George Tribou Memorial Golf Tournament
Tuesday, April 25: End-of-year All School Mass

Thursday, May 4: Senior Class visits Carmelite Monastery

Saturday, May 6: SAT (for more information, go to collegeboard.com)
Monday, May 8: Last day of regular class for seniors

Monday, May 8: Young Alumni breakfast for seniors

Tuesday, May 9: Senior Exams

Wednesday, May 10: Senior Exams

Thursday, May 11: Senior Exams and Farewell Assembly

Friday, May 12: Senior picnic

Sunday, May 14: Senior barbecue and program 6:00 p.m. (seniors only)
Monday, May 15: Graduation practice for seniors 10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, May 16: Graduation practice for seniors 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, May 17: Graduation practice for seniors 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, May 18: Last day of regular class for underclassmen

Friday, May 19: Junior Work Day; Dead Day for ninth and tenth grades
Friday, May 19, Class of 2023 Graduation, 7:30 p.m.

Monday, May 22: Semester exams for 9th, 10th, and 11th grades
Tuesday, May 23: Semester exams for 9th, 10th, and 11th grades
Wednesday, May 24: Semester exams for 9th, 10th, and 11th grades
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Congratulations to Senior Miles Marlow

Miles is the 2022 winner of the Ken Hatfield
Sportsmanship Award presented by the 1ittle Rock
Touchdown Club.

In a recent Arkansas Catholic article about the
award, head coach Mr. John Fogleman said, “Miles was
nominated because he is such a good teammate. He did
not get a lot of playing time this year, but he was always
cheering his teammates on. He was always the first to run
out and offer help on scont teams. Miles is also always
willing to volunteer and give np his time whenever a group

outside of the school needs his belp.” Photo: P. Zawislak
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Tuesday, February 14: Freshman class Mass; varsity basketball at Jacksonville

Thursday, April 20 to Friday, April 21: Arkansas Scholastic Press Association
Convention in Fayetteville for journalism, yearbook, and broadcast students

ESSENTIAL TO THE SCENE
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MSM Cheerleaders and Rockettes brightened pep m//e: and games
with their precision, talent, and spirit.
TR m———
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M. Kilee Fogleman sits in her normal end-zone field spot as she
watches her son junior Cody Fogleman and her husband, head coach
Mpr. John Fogleman, battle it ont with Pulaski Academy. The Rock-
et coaches’ wives certainly deserve their own “of the year” awards for
their dedication and patience. Photos this panel: Gretchen Gowen
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FOGILEMAN 1S ARKANSAS 6A-7A COACH OF THE YEAR

Head football coach Mr. John Fogleman talks with his team after their one loss of 2022
to Pulaski Academy in the semifinal round of the 6.A state championships. That contest
ended the teams 11-game winning streak. Mr. Fogleman received munltiple accolades as
the 6A/5A Coach of the Year. Photo: Phillip Zawislak

ead coach Mr. John Fogleman is first and foremost a teacher
at this school. He teaches civics to sophomores and took up a
WWII elective for juniors and seniors. He spends long hours, as

all teachers do, reading student papers and preaching the value of hard
work in the classroom.

On the field, his teacher’s role shifts only slightly. He teaches by an example
of humility and hard work. Once in a while, the world notices and

lauds such virtues. The entire Catholic High family joined in celebrating
announcements from several sources naming him Arkansas 6A/7A Coach

of the Year including SBLive Arkansas, a subsidiary of Sports I/lustrated.

First came the Hootens/Farm Bureau banquet and announcement of
top players and coaches for 2022. Next came the surprise visit from
Red River Auto Group representatives to present Mr. Fogleman with
their Coach of the Year award. Later the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
named the Rocket coach as their choice for 6A/7A.

Mr. Fogleman told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazettes Sam Lane, “The kids
deserve this credit a lot more than I do. I didn’t coach any less or any
more than I did, say five years ago when the seasons weren’t that great.
So, any accomplishment like this, credit goes to the rest of the coaching
staff and the players. Without them, none of that would be possible.”

Lane recalled the Rockets’ first game of the season on August 206, a
non-conference meeting against North Little Rock’s Charging Wildcats.
At the time, many saw NLR as a main 7A contender to #1 Bryant High
School’s football title. Lane wrote, “But the Rockets shocked them at
North Little Rock 23-6.”

Lane followed the Rockets three weeks later back to War Memorial
when the team faced 6A-East favorite Benton High School. The CHS
team won that game 38-14. Fogleman said that win “drew attention to
the possibility of coming out on top of the conference.

The Rockets added eight more regular season wins to their record and
topped it off with a quarter final last-four-second win against Central
Arkansas Christian in the state quarterfinal championship game.

Athletic director Mr. Tim Ezzi summed up Mr. Fogleman’s legacy at
our school. Mr. Ezzi said, “John’s been a good coach since he’s been
here. He does a tremendous job with the kids. He’s a super humble
man, and just a great person.”

1.AB ACQUISITION TAKES STUDENTS TO THE MOLECULAR LEVEL

ith the acquisition of a PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction)
N .x / machine, Dr. Jennifer Gilley could turn her biology lab into
a crime lab, a virus testing center, or a research center for
genetically modified fruits and vegetables.

The PCR machine is a highly efficient tool to amplify small segments of
DNA or RNA. It’s the machine that labs used to check for the presence
of the coronavirus. Some people call it a molecular photocopier. It allows
scientists to quickly and efficiently amplify the DNA or RNA to study it in
detail.

Dr. Gilley plans to use this new equipment for many activities in her
sophomore biology classes. She said, “PCR is used by crime scene scientists
to look for genetic markers in suspects and victims. This is called DNA
fingerprinting. For example, if there ate many blood/saliva samples, you
can collect the cells, extract the DNA from them and use the PCR machine
to amplify certain regions of DNA that are unique within individuals.
[After several other steps], this is a process that allows you to match the
DNA found at the crime scene to a particular suspect.

“We will be performing a DNA fingerprinting lab using DNA samples
from a mock crime scene. We will be doing our own crime scene analysis
in the classroom. This will allow them to understand what really happens
in a crime lab versus what they’ve seen [on TV shows like] CS1.

Dr. Gilley, who has a great deal of experience with extended laboratory

applications including detecting disease and solving crimes. Photo: G. Gowen

studies, has some ambitious projects in mind. She said, “I would love for
my honors students to go through the entire process of molecular cloning,
Unfortunately, science is not on a 45-minute schedule and often does not
go according to plan. Depending on fund availability, I would also like to
use PCR to look for the presence of foreign genes in genetically modified
fruits and vegetables.”
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WINTER FORMAL WARMS HEARTS ON A CHILLY NIGHT

rom a ballroom overlooking the
FArkansas River, hundreds of juniors and

seniors with their lovely dates danced
non-stop when they were not visiting the photo

booth, taking selfies, or talking politely with
chaperones at the Robinson Center.

The January 21 Winter Formal was exactly what
the hundreds of teenagers seemed to crave as
their world pivoted back to near-normal.

The only small glitch happened because of

the venue’s underground parking lot. Mr. John
Fogleman and a kind parking attendant solved
the problem. According to Mr. Steve Straessle,
the two “patiently taught the boys how to take a
ticket and pay.”

The boys ended the evening by singing the
Alma Mater, just as they had done in 2020.

Al a group of three seniors had to say was, “Alma Mater on three,” and the ball full of CHS juniors, seniors, and
even their dates broke into song before Mr. Steve Straessle dismissed them from the Jannary 21 Winter Formal.

D. J. Hollywood provided non-stop dance music for the crowd of over 350 CHS juniors and seniors and their dates. Senior Drew Dillman demonstrates his line-dance skills.

Seniors create the perfect pose for the popular photo booth. Juniors Jobhn Yarberry, Cole Carp, and James Nichols look over some of their keepsake photos as the event winds down.
Mr. Russ Galbraith of Arkansas Best Photobooth once again set up his props and camera for this event. Photos this page: G. Gowen



