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RITES OF SPRING: ROCKET 5K, TIE BURNING, FIELD DAY

\ &

Freshman Zachary Greenway leads the pack of Rocket Boys as they  Cross country and track coach Mrs. Jennifer Found (center front) takes a knee to celebrate with members of
marke their way up Fr. Tribou Street to the Rocket 5K finish line. her team and others who finished the Rocket 5K race on April 15.

The secret formula produced by physics and chemistry teach- — Seniors celebrate Fr. Lawrence Fredericks announcement that they could leave campus early after the April 13 tie
ers worked perfectly for the April 13 tie burning. burning. An elaborate skit featuring “unltimate warriors” followed the annibilation of 700+ ties.

The third annnal field day took place on Friday, May 5. Teams chosen by each class battled each other in games of basketball, volleyball, kickball, and a secret event that combined
lots of running with solving math and grammar questions. At the end of the planned events, the seniors and sophomores were tied. A literal run-off  between sophomore sprinter Mick
Kline and senior long-distance runner Elias Found ended with a win for the sophomores. Fr. Patrick Friend, who organized the event, presented the huge trophy to the class of 2025.
Photos this page: G. Gowen
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CHS CALENDAR:

AucgusTt 7, 2023 TO MARCH 9, 2024

Monday, August 7: Registration for incoming freshmen

Tuesday, August 8: Registration for sophomores

Wednesday, August 9: Registration for juniors

Thursday, August 10: Registration for seniors

Wednesday, August 16: First day of school

Monday, September 4: School closed for Labor Day

Friday, September 15: Senior Ring Mass (mothers of seniors attend)
Friday, September 29: School closed for Professional Day
Thursday, October 19: Alumni Dinner

Friday, October 20: Homecoming Football Game and Tailgate Picnic
Wednesday, November 1: Senior Father-Son Mass

Saturday, November 4: Ties That Bind Dinner and Auction
Monday, November 20 to Friday, November 24: School closed for
Thanksgiving Break

Christmas Break: TBA

School Reopens: TBA

Sunday, January 28: Open House for incoming freshmen
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Saturday, February 3: Entrance Exam for incoming freshmen

Saturday, February 10: ACT

Saturday, March 9: SAT

Be sure that the office has your current email address to receive updates and
details for all events.
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MR. MASSERY’S MACRO AP TEAM WINS AGAIN
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Mr. Dave Massery and his Arkansas Personal Finance Challenge team accept accolades from the
student body. Team members were (1 to r) seniors Morgan McGeorge, Mason Walsh, William Thomas,
and Michael Esbaner. Photos this page: G. Gowen

en the student body has a chance to be together, students and teachers make
the most of the moment. After Brother Richard Sanker extinguished the
candles at last All-School Mass on April 25, it was time to celebrate a win.

For several years, Mr. David Massery has sponsored a team of students in his AP Macro
Economics class for Economics Arkansas’s Personal Finance Challenge.

This year’s team included seniors Morgan McGeorge, Mason Walsh, William Thomas,
and Michael Esbaner who took the third place award in the state competition. The
competition required the students to consider a fictitious family in financial distress. The
team put together a practical plan based on things they had learned from Mr. Massery.

MORE RITES OF SPRING: THE PLAY

Mrs. Carrey Reynolds once again held audiences spell-
bound with her production of a dramatic adaptation of

Bram Stoket’s Dracula. Audience members complimented
all aspects of the play including Mrs. Reynolds and Mrs.
Deanna McGill’s set and costume design, the lighting by
Mr. Demp Dempsey, and actors’ professionalism.

Count Dracula (Owen Fraley) meets Lucy Seward (Anna Polk) as
her finace Jonathan Harker (Gavin Forcier), Professor VVan Helsing
(Matthew Lamb), and Dr. Seward (Jett Holbert) observe.

Miss Wells ﬂ\/lqya Johnson) shares a /zg/yt romantic moment with
Renfields attendant Butterfield (Miles Tillemans).

Harker, Profession VVan Helsing, and Dr. Seward track down
Dracnla’s last resting place and prepare to end his reign of tferror.




The Launch Pad

Page 8

HREE TEACHERS:

Mrs. Gretchen Gowen poses with the group she called her ”zz’rmm team,” the 2022-23
seniors in her journalism class and leaders of the Rocket Times and Liftoff News staffs:
Connor Thompson, Essa Kassissieh, Jake Jansen, Nate Ghidotti, Drew Dillman, Nick
Tarini, Phillip Zawislak, lan Draeger, and Owen Fraley. Photo: Deanna McGill

three teachers gave the last final exams of their CHS careers

on May 24. Ms. Bitsi Bonner, Mrs. Gretchen Gowen, and Mrs.
Jennifer Wilcox are retiring. They all expressed their love for the school
and for their faculty friends, but each feels that the time is right to move
on.

g fter a combined 14,985 days in classrooms throughout the school,

Mrs. Wilcox has done many things at the school including leading the
school’s lacrosse team and Mu Alpha Theta chapter. In her 16 years here,
Mrs. Wilcox has also served as the chair of the math department and an
after-school tutor for math students.

With the graduation of her second son, senior Whit Wilcox, Mrs. Wilcox
will move on from the classroom. She said, “I've always known I'd retire
[in 2023] she said. “The administration always knew I'd be leaving when
Whit graduated. Covid has helped me stick to that.

“T'll miss my coworkers, interacting with students daily, and those
relationships you build with students throughout the year. I love
teaching, and I love being in the classroom. I'll miss that the most.

“My plan is to run the lacrosse team until another faculty member steps
up in the next couple of years,” said Mrs. Wilcox. I'll also still lead the
Europe trip for two more years because there will be students I taught

Mrs. Jennifer Wilcox and her son Wade celebrated both Wade’s 215t birthday
and senior Whit Wilcox's graduation May 19. Photo: G. Gowen

31 YEARS OF CHS EXPERIENCE

going on the trip. It’s been a great run teaching. I don’t think I'll ever
leave.

“I hope to continue tutoring students outside of school. I'm in no way
leaving Catholic High; I'm just leaving the classroom,” said Mrs. Wilcox.

Another of the school’s stalwarts, Ms. Bitsi Bonner, is retiring after 38
years of teaching here. “It’s just time,” she said. “I need to move on and
start really enjoying retirement. I want to travel with my kids and spend
some more time with them?”

While Ms. Bonner will miss a lot about the school, her fellow teachers
are those she will miss most. “I'll miss my colleagues,” said Ms. Bonner.
“I really, really love the people I work with. It’s going to be an adjustment
not seeing these people every day, whether that be a faculty meeting or
seeing them on a day to day basis”

Ms. Bonner started as a communications teacher here. “English wasn’t
my major, but I had a lot of hours in it. Fr. [George] Tribou asked me if T
would teach sophomore English, and I said yes.”

Ms. Bitsi Bonner presides over her honors sophomore English class. Over her 38
years here, Ms. Bonner took on many roles at the school including Qniz Bowl coach,
communications teacher, and attendance officer. Photo: Phillip Zawislak

Ms. Bonner is looking forward to retirement, but there are things she will
miss. “It’s going to be a big adjustment not to get up and come to teach.
I've enjoyed my time here, and I'm so glad my teaching career was at
Catholic High School; it’s been a blessing for me to teach here”

Mrs. Gowen taught English and journalism and also served as head of
the English department. She is finishing her 27th year at the school. “I
wouldn’t have stayed so long if it hadn't been fun,” she said. “There’s
always something interesting going on, and there’s always some crazy
random thing to laugh about”

Some of Mrs. Gowen’s most rewarding experiences were those she spent
with journalism students. “I really got to know them well,” she said.

“I have had the privilege to be advisor to some very talented writers,
some excellent problem-solvers, and a great group of editors over the
years. When we go to competitions, everyone knows the Catholic High
guys. I'm pleased when some come back to tell me how being a part of
the journalism staff has helped them in some way — even if they don’t
become journalists”

Mrs. Gowen agrees with Mrs. Wilcox and Ms. Bonner about friendships
among the faculty members. She said, “Catholic High is more than a
place to work. It’s more than a school. It’s been our home. The people here
will always be our family”

This article by senior Nathan Ghidotti was reprinted from the May Rocket Times.
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BEHIND THE SCENES ON GRADUATION NIGHT

he last meeting of the class of 2023
I officially occurred in the school gym

at 7:30 p.m. on May 19. However,
beginning around 5:30, boys arrived one-by-one
in the school library. They helped each other
correctly adjust graduation regalia, gathered in
small friend circles, laughed at Brother Richard’s
carefully prepared joke, listened carefully to
last-minute instructions, and refused to say
good-bye to one another.

Seniors of 2023 sing the Alma Mater for the penultimate time fogether as they wait to line up. The mood in the Fellow National Merit Finalists Drew Dillman and
library was predictably bittersweet. This would be the last time this group was ever all together talking and laughing. Ouwen Fraley prepare to look great for graduation.

Principal Mr. Steve Straessle shares a moment with lan Draceger, Nick Tarinz, Luke Beall, and Garret Jones. At right: Aidan Moses and John McNally Photos this page: G. Gowen



